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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 27 and 30 were canceled. Claims 1-26, 28-29 are pending and under 
consideration. 

By way of examiner's amendment, the following changes were made: 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 

additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 

Donna Ferber on March 20, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Specification, p. 2: 

U.S. Published Application No. 2002-0015945 Al has been changed to U.S. Patent No. 
6,767,699. 

U.S. Published Application No. 2001-0016199 has been changed to U.S. Patent No. 
6,521,235. 

Claim 22 has been amended to read "the method of claim 1," not "the method of claiml." 
Claim 1 has been amended to read as follows: 
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Claim 1 . A method for preparing alphaviral replicon particles (ARPS), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) introducing an alphavirus replicon nucleic acid into a host cell, said replicon nucleic 
acid comprising at least a virus packaging signal and at least one heterolosous coding 
sequence expressible in said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid, wherein said host cell 
comprises at least one helper function, to produce a modified host cell; 

(b) culturing said modified host cell under conditions allowing expression of the at least 
one helper function, allowing replication of said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid and 
packaging of said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid to form ARPS, wherein said ARPs are 
heparin -binding ARPSraad; 

(c) contacting the modified host cells after step (b) with an aqueous solution having an 
ionic strength of from 0.2 M to 5 M to release the ARPS into the aqueous solution to 
produce a ARP-containing solution and; 

(d) collecting ARPS from the ARP-containing solution of step (c). 
Claim 26 has been amended to read as follows: 

Claim 26. (Previously amended) A method for preparing alphaviral replicon particles 
(ARPS), said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) introducing an alphavirus replicon nucleic acid into a host cell, said replicon nucleic 
acid comprising at least a virus packaging signal and at least one heterologous coding 
sequence expressible in said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid, wherein said host cell 
comprises at least one helper function, to produce a modified host cell, wherein said 
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replicon nucleic acid is introduced into the host cell by electroporation of host cells at a 
concentration of from 5x10 to 5x10 cells per milliliter; 

(b) culturing said modified host cell under conditions allowing expression of the at least 
one helper function, allowing replication of said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid and 
packaging of said alphaviral replicon nucleic acid to form ARPS; 

(c) contacting the modified host cells after step (b) with an aqueous solution having an 
ionic strength of from 0.2 M to 5 M to release the ARPS into the aqueous solution to 
produce a ARP containing solution and ; 

(d) collecting ARPs from the ARP-containing solution of step (c). 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not disclose the use of the salt wash in methods for preparing 
alphaviral replicon particles or the claimed concentrations for the purposes of electroporation. 

Conclusion 

To be made of record: 

Claims 1-8, 1 1, 22-25, 26, 28, 29 read on similar subject matter of claims 1-9, 11,12, 13, 
15, 26 of copending Application No. 10/735,601. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Franco Salvoza whose telephone number is (571) 272-8410. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel can be reached on (571) 272-0902. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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